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Club Rules – 2016/2017 

1 General Rules 
 

1.1 The instructions from any committee member or executive officer or deputy officer (the Chairperson, etc) 
regarding safety and behaviour while participating in a club shoot or competition must be followed at all times. 
If you are unsure of the wisdom of an instruction then seek clarification from another club management 
member. 

1.2 Archers deemed, by a committee member or executive officer or deputy officer or senior archer, to be unsafe 
whilst shooting or using unsafe equipment or actions will be asked to cease shooting until proper supervision 
and instructions can be given or when equipment is made safe to use. If it is deemed necessary then the 
archer will be removed from the shoot at the discretion of the club Chairperson. 

1.3 If the Chairperson feels it necessary to eject a member from the club on grounds of safety or personal conduct, 
then the membership fee will not be refunded. Refunds for leaving the club for other reasons (e.g. Illness) is at 
the discretion of the committee. 

1.4 No member of the club is to give instructions to new members unless they have been given the responsibility 
and training to do so by a club coach, or if they are one of the club coaches. 

1.5 Most types of bow use are acceptable to be used within the club (generally recurve, longbow, flatbow, 
compound bow and other barebows such as Scythian/horsebows bows). Other bow types must be authorised 
by the committee before their use will be allowed. 

1.6 The club has a blanket ban on all forms of crossbows. 
1.7 Mobile phone should be used discreetly and never used while at the shooting line. 
1.8 The club actively encourages a fun atmosphere, although this should not impact on those archers at the 

shooting line. Anyone causing an excessive disturbance may result in disciplinary action being taken.  
 

2. Set-Up and Take Down Rules 
 

2.1 Setting up and taking down of the range is the responsibility of everyone who shoots. At the end of the shoot, 
archers must ensure that the range is fully taken down before attending to their own personal equipment. 

2.2 All members should ensure that no equipment is left behind, including pegs, pins, arrows, balloon fragments or 
any other pieces of equipment which could pose a hazard to others using the facility. 

2.3 Targets should be set up by two people due to the weight and size. Smaller foam targets can be put up singly, 
but we recommend assistance be found before this is attempted. 

2.4 At the end of an outdoor session any lost arrows that cannot be found (using a visual and a metal detector 
search) must be reported to the Field Captain and the Chairperson, who will inform the School. 

 

3. Member Specific Rules 
 

3.1 Club members will respect the spirit of fair play and non-violence, and behave accordingly in practise or when 
representing the club externally in any form. 

3.2 Do not intentionally cause a distraction to other archers who are shooting. 
3.3 Do not unnecessarily waste the shooting time of others. For example do not wait for a specific position on the 

shooting line to become free in indoor practise if there is a free space elsewhere (waiting for a specific target 
type is allowed if shooting a scored round). 

3.4 At indoor shoots, each archer will shoot no more than 6 arrows per end. Exceptions may only be made if 
permission is given from the Field Captain for legitimate purposes (e.g. tuning) 

3.5 Archers should check their equipment (club or personal) for obvious damage before shooting. A visual 
inspection is suggested due to the risk of splinters or similar if using touch methods. If you are unsure of the 
safety of your equipment then check with another club member, a senior archer, or the Safety or Equipment 
Officer. 

3.6 Members should not store personal equipment in the club lockable containers. All club members’ equipment 
should be taken home at the end of each session. 

3.7 The use of personal target faces is permitted if the club has no faces of that type available, as long as the Field 
Captain agrees and no other archers are inconvenienced (type of target face rules apply). You may disallow 
other archers from shooting on a target face owned by you however it is not the responsibility of the Field 
Captain or the committee to enforce this. 

3.8 No member should touch or otherwise interfere with the equipment of another without the latter’s consent. 
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4. Club Equipment & General Equipment Rules 
 

4.1 No club member should set up a club bow without expressed permission to do so by a coach or committee 
member. 

4.2 All club equipment to be used outside of club must be signed out by either the Chairperson or Equipment 
Officer to allow the club to keep track of all club equipment. 

4.3 All club equipment should be returned to its original location when not in use. 
4.4 Club bow kits should be returned to the same marked kit bag they came from. Each kit bag is marked with the 

bow size and poundage, so returning the bow to its own bag is important. 
4.5 The use of club equipment is entirely at the discretion of the Equipment Officer, if they forbid the use of any 

club equipment for any reason this decision is final until reviewed by the Committee. 
4.6 Club maintenance equipment (nocking pliers, fletching jig, etc.) may only be used by club members with 

permission from a committee member. In the case of consumable maintenance items (glue, fletchings, etc.) for 
use on archers’ personal equipment this permission must come from the Equipment Officer. 

4.7 Custom target faces can be produced by members (especially for club fun shoots), However target faces of 
“real life people” (such as pop stars, teachers, friends, etc), or of an explicit or inappropriate nature (such as 
“zombie” or military body shape faces), are forbidden. If you are unsure, check with the Equipment Officer. The 
Chairpersons decision on target faces is final. 

4.8 All-carbon or all fibreglass arrows are not permitted within the club. The exception to this rule is that all-carbon 
arrows can be used at indoor sessions only, but their use must be reported at their start of the session to the 
Equipment Officer. 

4.9 All personal items (such as mobile phones) are the responsibility of the member. As such the club hold no 
responsibility to loss or damage. 

4.10 It is the responsibility of all archers to ensure all equipment is safe to shoot. Anyone becoming aware of faulty 
items (i.e. broken nocks, twisted recurve limbs, bent arrows, etc) should notify both the archer and the Safety 
Officer or Equipment Officer immediately. 

 

5. Safety Rules 
 

5.1 Understand and adhere to the ‘Fast’ rule: When someone shouts ‘fast’ then everyone on the shooting line 
must unload their bow and step off the shooting line (other shouts, such as ‘stop’ or ‘hold’ should also be taken 
as implementing the ‘fast’ rule). When it is safe again to shoot again, the Field Captain or a committee member 
will shout ‘shoot’. 

5.2 In the event of a hearing impaired archer joining the club, special arrangements should be made with the 
archer to provide a method to implement the ‘fast’ rule. 

5.3 Understand and adhere to the Whistle System when it is used: One whistle = shoot, Two whistles = retrieve 
arrows, Three whistles = end of shoot. 

5.4 An unusual series of whistles or a continuous whistle should be taken as implementation of the ‘fast’ rule 
5.5 Any damage to any equipment (both club and members) must be brought to the attention of the club 

Equipment Officer immediately. 
 

6 Beginners Rules 
 

6.1 All beginners should know and obey all range commands. (as follows)  
6.2 Keep your arrows in your quiver until you are told to shoot.  
6.3 Only use the arrows the instructor gave you. Remember what they look like. (Note Arrows that are too short 

are dangerous to yourself and others.) 
6.4 Always keep your arrows pointed down or towards the target.  
6.5 If you drop an arrow, leave it on the ground until you are told to get it. 
6.6 Always walk at the archery range.  
6.7 Always be absolutely sure that the path to the target and beyond is clear.  
6.8 Only release the bow string at full draw when there is an arrow on the string.    “Dry firing” may cause damage 

to the bow, and is dangerous  
6.9 Secure all loose clothing, remove bracelets, necklaces etc, tie hair back  
6.10 Always treat your archery equipment with respect.  
6.11 Always treat your fellow archers with respect.  
6.12 Please keep talking to a minimum while archers are on line so instructions can be given and heard clearly.  

 


